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Okura-Bakufu-Kita-Iseki Site
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Fig. 1: Remains of hewn stone pavement made of tuffaceous sandstone; perhaps a passageway
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Fig. 3: Excavation of hisage sake container
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Fig. 4: Numerous roof tiles were laid down.
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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Fig. 5: Toilet remains discovered/A large amount of chugi wood sticks was excavated from inside the toilet
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Fig. 6: East-west ditch discovered
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Fig. 7: An irregularly shaped pit from which numerous artifacts were excavated
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Nagoegayatsu-Iseki Site
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Fig. 8: East-west ditch discovered at 2352-1
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Fig. 9: Traces of sand boil/This shows that light gray sand erupted in the shape of an inverted triangle
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Fig. 10: Panoramic view of the survey area/The square hole in the foreground is a well
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Fig. 11: Panoramic view of ancient foundation from the Nara and Heian periods
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Fig. 12: Pit dwelling sites from the Nara and Heian periods
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Fig, 13: Excavation of Yayoi pottery
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Fig. 14: Hajiki and Sueki earthenware from the Nara and Heian periods
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Fig. 15: Yayoi pottery
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Fig. 16: Excavation of a marutomo sash Fig. 17: Excavation of Sueki earthenware bowls and a
long-necked vase
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Wooden Message with a Title Scroll Excavated from the Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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Fig. 18: Infrared photograph of a wooden message with a title scroll
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1. Okura-Bakufu-Kita-Iseki Site

This survey site is located approximately 300 m north of Seisen Elementary School in the western half of the valley bisected by the
Higashimikado River. There, remains dating from around the mid-Kamakura to Muromachi periods were discovered.

Throughout the Kamakura period, large-scale construction work was carried out to form flat terrain for tiered platforms by cutting into the
slopes inside the valley and filling in the lowlands with the resulting earth and sand. Among them, hewn stones of tuffaceous sandstone, called
Kamakura-ishi, were abundantly used in land development work, such as by piling them to make stone walls on the sides of ditches or by laying
them out to pave roads.

Also discovered was the discarding of kawarake unglazed earthenware and ceramic jars in bulk atop hewn stone pavement believed to be the
foundation of a passageway or building. Kawarake is tableware used for feasting, and is discarded after a single use as a drinking vessel or the
like. The ceramic jars excavated together with the kawarake were imported from China, and sported brown glaze as well as four protrusions (ears)
on their shoulder, likely making them Katsupushijiko (jar with four lugs and comma shapes). They were probably used to store sake that was
poured in each person’s kawarake and enjoyed at feasts.

Notable remains are those of a large well discovered as part of the living environment. This is thought to date to the late Kamakura period.
With its well-preserved wooden framework material, the well is a valuable example of a discovery that illustrates the structure of wells from the
Kamakura period. A detailed examination reveals that the upper half of the inside of the well’s standing board was scorched, indicating that it had
been on fire. The scorch marks can only be found above a certain horizontal line, which suggests the well was filled with water up to that line.
Additionally, since the well frame was not exposed to heat, one could infer that it was replaced. In other words, this shows that after the well
caught fire, only the well frame was repaired, and a portion of the standing plate remained in use.

A copper hisage was excavated from the bottom of this well site. A Aisage is a small pot-shaped container with a bail handle and a spout, and
was used as a vessel for pouring sake. Perhaps this particular one was dropped into the well by someone inebriated from that time as they
attempted to drink a cup of water. That, or perhaps it was something related to a ritual that involved making an offering to the god of the well. It
is fun to entertain such possibilities.

In the living environment, established as the sixth aspect of this survey, conditions were found where tiles thought to be from the late
Kamakura period were laid all over an area that measured over 2 m from north to south and roughly 3 m from east to west. It is presumed that
the tiles were used as the foundation of a building or as an earthen floor. In the Kamakura period, it was typical for temples to be rooved with
tile. Considering that such a large quantity of tiles was excavated and the site was constructed on a large scale using an abundance of Kamakura-
ishi stone, one might conclude that the site was on temple grounds or that there was a temple in the nearby area.

2 . Wakamiya-0ji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site

This survey site is located about 150 m north of JR Kamakura Station on the south face of the east-west road that connects Imakoji Street and
the second tori gate on Wakamiya Oji Street. Remains from the Nara and Kamakura periods were discovered in the survey.

In the remains from the early Kamakura period, nearly 200 holes for pillars were found, suggesting that buildings were frequently rebuilt.
Additionally, a circular hole with a diameter of over 1 m, presumed to be where a toilet once was, was discovered. Organic matter was deposited
in the hole, from which wood sticks roughly 10-20 ¢m in length and 1 em in width, called chugi, were excavated. Chugi were used at the time to
wipe one’s bottom.

Among the remains dating from the early to mid-Kamakura period, a ditch running east-west with a V-shaped cross-section is worthy of
note. This east-west ditch is nearly parallel to the existing east-west road that connects Imakoji Steet, which runs north of the survey site, and
Wakamiya Oji Street. As such, it may have been a side ditch on an east-west road from the Kamakura period that continues to be followed to
the present. As a large number of chugi wood sticks was excavated from the lower strata of the ditch, a toilet that discharged excreta into the
roadside ditch is presumed to have been located nearby. This ditch was constructed by breaking up an inverted trapezoidal ditch that is believed
to date back to the Heian period, suggesting that an east-west road may have been present from an even earlier time.

In the remains from the mid-Kamakura period, numerous wooden products were excavated from a shallow, irregularly shaped pit measuring
roughly 1.5 by 2.5 m. Items such as eboshi headgear, ladles, and wooden clogs, along with karawake unglazed earthenware, were excavated in large
quantities, suggesting that the pit was for dumping purposes. The dumping pits from that time are a treasure trove of excavated artifacts.

3. Nagoegayatsu-Iseki Site

Omachi in the Kamakura period had a road going through it called Omachi Oji, which is believed to have run east-west from present-day Hase
to Nagoe . This survey site is located at the opening of the Nagoegayatsu Valley, where the terrain is currently flat. The land there is adjacent
to Prefectural Road 311, or the Kamakura-Hayama Route. Excavation surveys were respectively conducted on two adjacent housing lots. It is
believed that Omachi Oji Road ran right in the vicinity of Prefectural Route 311.

At the 2352-1 site, the remains of a ditch that ran east-west were found. Built in the early Kamakura period, the ditch had a row of stake holes



lining its bottom. It is possible there were side panels supporting the sides of the ditch, which were held in place by stakes inserted in the holes.
The ditch would appear to have been rebuilt in the mid-Kamakura period and used until the Muromachi period. While it was not possible to form
an image of the entire ditch, it is possibly a side ditch along Omachi Oji Road. A future accumulation of survey results from the surrounding area
will reveal more.

A ditch was found at the 2352-7 site as well. However, its remains were in a less favorable condition. Here, a well was discovered with a well-
preserved frame. The width of the frame was roughly 1.8 m, making the well a relatively large one. Additionally, plant seeds or fruits were
excavated in large quantities from the soil buried in a circular earthen pit. As they were deposited in layers in the soil, it can be assumed that
they were buried two or three separate times. The type of plants is currently undergoing analysis.

Sand boil marks were discovered at both survey sites. These are traces of liquefaction caused by earthquakes. Multiple traces of sand that
erupted together with underground water were found. In two of the sites, the sand that erupted stopped at strata slightly below that from the
Kamakura period. This means that after a large earthquake occurred prior the Kamakura period, and the erupted sand was buried and obscured,
people from the Kamakura period lived there. The Eicho Earthquake of 1096 and the Kowa Earthquake of 1099 are cited as having shook
Kamakura considerably during the Heian period. However, whether the sand boils are correlated with these earthquakes or an unknown one
is a question for further study. Because there were also other sand boils that entered ruins from the Kamakura period, it is possible that the
sand boils were caused by earthquakes that occurred in the Middle Ages or, in some cases, by the Great Kanto Earthquake. As this illustrates,
excavation surveys sometimes reveal traces of past disasters.

4. Jinde-Iseki Site

The survey site is located within an area spreading out northwest of Shonan Fukasawa Station on the Shonan Monorail Enoshima Line where
the Ofuna Plant of East Japan Railway Company previously stood. The survey was carried out as an emergency excavation survey alongside the
Fukasawa Area Land Readjustment Project.

During the survey, four dwelling sites dating from the Nara and Heian periods were discovered. The sites had kamado cooking stoves built in
them, indicating that cooking took place inside the dwellings. On the northern side of the dwelling sites is a bedrock, which suggests the hillside
was heavily cut down in the modern age. Additionally, the ruins slope toward the south to form low-lying wetlands. These traits show that the
dwelling sites were located at the foot of the hill and were erected facing the low wetlands that spread out to the south.

The majority of artifacts from the Nara and Heian periods that were excavated consisted of Hajiki and Sueki earthenware. One article of Sueki
earthenware dug up from a pit about 1 m in diameter is a long-necked vase whose entire shape is evident despite missing its mouth rim, and
constitutes a valuable artifact. Also excavated from the dwelling sites is a marutomo sash. The uniforms worn by officials during ceremonies in
the Nara and Heian periods were called chofuku. The belts they wore on those occasions sported an ornament called a 4a. Belts made of metal
were called Katai, and those made with stone were called Sekitai. Marutomo refers to the semicylindrically-shaped of a Sekitai. It is assumed this
particular sample was used by someone who served in a government office at that time.

Yayoi pottery has been excavated in large amounts from the lower strata of the ruins from the Nara and Heian periods. While no definite
remains have been found, one can surmise that land at this site was in use since the Yayoi period.

5. Wooden Message with a Title Scroll Excavated from the Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-
Isekigun Site

Excavation surveys conducted from 2020 to 2023 in the ruins surrounding the Okura Shogunate (within the grounds of Kamakura Elementary
School & Junior High School Attached to Yokohama National University Faculty of Education) revealed traces of a fence and gate presumed to
be the western edge of the Okura Palace from the early Kamakura period. Also found were the remains of a street believed to have been Nishioji.
A close examination of the artifacts revealed that a “title scroll” with an inscription of a date, “3rd year of Kempo period,” was excavated from
the same strata as these remains.

A title scroll is a contraption similar to a modern index that is made by shaping the scroll roller head like a tag. Written on it are the year, the
name of the document, and other information, making it possible to grasp the contents of the scroll without opening it. This particular title scroll
had “3rd year of the Kempo period,” written on one side and kanmotsu (taxes and fees) and gohensho (receipt) written on the other side in black
ink. It measured 5.6 ¢cm in length, 2.4 ¢cm in width, and 0.35 e¢m in thickness, and the upper part was molded in the shape of a mountain. The center
of the bottom edge has a missing part where the roller part is presumed to have been located.

The “3rd year of the Kempo period” translates into 1215 A.D., which coincides with the time when the Okura Palace existed. This title scroll is also
valuable as the artifact containing the inscription with the oldest date in the Kamakura period among the excavated chronological materials in Kamakura.

Kanmotsu is thought to refer to tribute payments such as corvees and annual tribute, with gohensho believed to be a receipt for those payments.
One possibility is that this title scroll is a copy of the receipt for tribute paid from the provinces to the Kamakura residence, kept in the form
of a scroll. While the details of whether the document was discarded by a public institution or discarded after being stored at a private domestic
Institution are unknown, it is conceivable that the artifact represents the exchange of goods between the provinces and Kamakura as well as the
procedures involved.
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