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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photol) Southern half of research areas (from the south)
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(photo2) Remains of building using pieces of tile on its base
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(photo3) Tiles used to pave southeast corner of the base (Photo2.magnified)
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(photo4) Earthenware discarded in pit
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(photo5) Plough excavated from back filling of the outer side of well
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photo6) Entire research area (north to the top, Enoshima Electric Railway to the right)
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0 5cm (photo7) Ink inscribed earthenware
‘ | (top: interior; bottom: exterior)
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(photo8) Ink inscribed earthenware
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Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Iseki Site
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(photo9) State of excavated stone material forming bases of building
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(photo10) Building remains bent by force of earthquake
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(photoll) Slanting well
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(photol13) Earthenware placed around foundations (early 14th century)
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(photol5) Aerial photograph of entire research area
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1. Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
(Komachi 1-319-1 and four other locations)

Reuse of resources in the Kamakura period

The research area is located around 200m east of Kamakura Station, to the southeast of Ni no Torii,
the second gate of Wakamiya Ohji. A large number of the medieval remains of semi-underground
structures has been discovered in this area, and it is likely that the vicinity was once a bustling
commercial district. The latest discovery has unveiled a ditch running from east to west and a
large number of structures dating back to the 13th and 14th centuries. A noteworthy features is the
unusual example of late 13th century structures using tiles as their base. In that day and age tiles
were used only in temples so it appears that these have been collected and reused here. A mixture of
copper coins and earthenware were discovered here and there towards the northeast of the buildings,
suggesting the possibility of some sort of jichin groundbreaking ceremony. Although buildings were
built here until the 16th century, it would appear that use of the land was not as frequent as it was
during the 13th and 14th centuries.

Jichin: A Shinto ceremony performed prior to engineering or construction work to ask the gods of
the land for the successful completion of the work.

2 . Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Onari Machi 876- 3 )

Series of ditches and earthenware with ink inscriptions

The research area is located about 250m south of Kamakura Station. On this site a large number of
earthenware dating from the 13th and 14th century have been discovered in the ground at a depth
of 1m below the present surface, in addition to a series of ditches running from north to south and
dug at a depth of 2m underground. Research conducted in the area to the north where the Kanagawa
Prefecture Waterworks Bureau is now situated, and on the eastern side sandwiched between the
tracks of the Enoshima Electric Railway Company have unearthed traces of what is thought to be a
river that once flowed from ancient times until the Muromachi period. It is possible that the recently
discovered ditches connected to this river.

In addition, 13th century earthenware with ink inscription have also been discovered in the ditches.
These ink inscriptions appear to be kaou seals written below signatures.

Kaou : Stylized signatures ranging from block script to cursive script to form a signature, often
combining two characters into one, known as a kaou. The shape of even the same person’s signature
could vary greatly from one period to another, and the kaou of warrior families display many shapes
similar to those of family members and lords and servants.

Gobou: This was a general term of respect for temples or their priests.

Oyori: An abbreviation of the term “oyorikou,” a memorial service or prayer meeting convened by
members of the Jodo-shin sect, and conducted at one of the believer’s house.

3 . Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
(Onari Machi 778-1 and 13 other plots of land)

Buildings displaced as the result of earthquakes and sand boils

The research area is located around 200m southwest of Kamakura Station. The traces of buildings
and wells from the 13th and 14th centuries, as well as evidence of earthquakes have been discovered
here. In those days the land to the eastern side was lower and of a different topography to that of
the western side, and the presence of ditches forming the divisions of land plots has been confirmed.
The remains of buildings on the eastern side are scarce, with numerous holes and wood chips of
which the purpose is unclear. It is considered that this area was some distance apart from the place
where people were leading their daily lives. On the other hand, in the western side a large number of
the remnants of semi-underground structures has been identified. The state of preservation of these
structures is good, and they demonstrate that wall panels and pillars were fitted together without the
use of nails. Looked at in conjunction with the results of research conducted in adjacent areas, it can
be seen that the group of buildings spread out in a south-westerly direction from the research site.
Furthermore, this site has also yielded unusual artefacts such as glass balls, itajime zomekataita, and
decorative panels. The semi-underground buildings may well have been the workshops of craftsmen.



Itajime Zomekataita: Itajime is a dyeing method in which yarn or cloth is pressed firmly between
two thin wooden panels onto which uneven surfaces have been incised, and dye is added to create a
pattern. Some panels used in /tajime dyeing have been discovered.

Traces of earthquakes and sand boils caused by the liquefaction

The research discovered evidence of the sand boil phenomenon that is caused by liquefaction of
subsoil mainly resulting from earthquakes. Some of the conditions required to raise the likelihood
of liquefaction are a sandy subsoil that is not tightly packed and the saturation with water of the
geological stratum (Fig1). In the event of a large earthquake the shapes of the gaps in the sand are
altered and the sand becomes suspended in water (Fig2). This is liquefaction. When liquefaction
occurs, a downward pressure is exerted on the stratum by the weight of the earth and buildings above
it, the subterranean water pressure increases and the water tries to escape by moving towards the
soil surface (Fig3). When this happens a mixture of gravel accompanied by muddy water spurts
through to ground level. This phenomenon is referred to as “sand boils.”

4 . Yoko-Kohji-Shuhen-Iseki Site (Nikaido 81-1)

Earthenware found around the foundations of buildings

The research area is located midway between Egara Tenjin Shrine and Kamakura Gu Shrine. To the
far rear of the north side is Yakushidogayatsu, a cluster of small open spaces among eroded hills
belonging to Kakuonji Temple. The location of the research is on the spot where the ground surface
becomes lower towards the east and south.

The recent excavation research uncovered traces of daily life from eight periods of Japanese medieval
history. It was confirmed that from the late 12th century to the early 15th century raised embankment
construction had been repeatedly carried out while the land was continuously used. Relics of small
buildings from the 14th century were found, while going back to the 13th century roads and ditches
running form north to south, and postholes for walls were discovered. The oldest remains were found
in the valley descending from the eastern side of the site. Relics from the early Kamakura period (late
12th century to early 13th century) were excavated from the filling soil here, and it became clear that
the people of the times had carried out land reclamation works to create an area of flat land upon
which they led their lives.

5. Wakamiya-Ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Yuigahama 1 -121-24)
The buildings that broke the roads

The research site is located around 500m southwest of Kamakura Station. The remains of buildings
and roads dating back to the 13th and 14th centuries have been discovered here. The roads ran from
south to north and were about 3m to 4 m wide. The roads from the oldest periods were constructed
from sandy soil that had been beaten to compact .

it, but it became apparent that there was also a
period when they were subsequently paved and
expanded using crushed mudstone and tuff, and
widened to 7 m. In addition, two of the seven
remains of buildings dating back to the 14th
century were built by breaking up the roads.

The March 5, 1265 entry in the Azuma Kagami,
an ancient collection of records dating from the
12th to 13th century, states (the following is an
abbreviation) that: “Digging up the road before
houses and building on it shall be stopped.”
It is considered that, as people continuously
dug up roads and built on them, the shogunate
government tried to halt this practice. However, B& 16 Z=xREDEHE

as these recent discoveries suggest, even after IE—TE 319% 1 44 4 S HAE B
_the prac.tlce of digging up roads W.aS prohibited (photo16) Tiles of tomoe-mon pattern excavated from
in the mid-13th century people continued to do so remains at Wakamiya-ohji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
during the 14th century. (Komachi 1-319-1 and four other locations)
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